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CJ Research Methods: Upstate Freshmen and Marijuana Use



Name of Student
Institution of Affiliation
Professor
Date 

Upstate Freshmen and Marijuana Use
Upstate Freshmen
	Conceptual definition: Freshmen are scholars in their first academic year of a particular course in the university. Hence, upstate freshmen are those partaking their studies in universities situated in the Northern parts of different states. In most cases, these universities are relatively smaller than those located within city centers.
	Operational definition: A sample of at least 40 upstate freshmen will be used in the research through face-to-face interviews. Actual data will be provided for the 20 upstate freshmen with answers that are most suitable for the study. Research questions to be focused on their knowledge of mariajuana, possible usage, and reasons for using the drug.
Question 1: Is marijuana a commonly used drug within your university?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Have no idea
D. Prefer not to answer
	This question depicts ordinal level of measurement. In this case, the responses provided will be presented in ratios or in the form of percentages to ascertain the one with the highest level answers all the way down to the lowest (Matthews, 2017). When feedback is presented in the research paper, the ratio or percentage will represent the actual rank of different responses to the question.
Question 2: Have you used marijuana at any point in life? Your identity will remain anonymous.
A. Yes
B. No
	Since only two options are provided for this multiple choice question, the outcome becomes a nominal level of measurement. The data will be classified only in two aspects. Those who concur will have a particular number that will vary with those who disagree. While reporting in the research paper, both could be assigned alphanumeric symbols to simplify them further.
Marijuana Use
	Conceptual definition: Marijuana is a drug obtained from different cannabis plants that has a wide range of uses including medicinal purposes and disport uses (Bridgeman & Abazia, 2017). According to Bridgeman and Abazia (2017), some confirmed medical uses of marijuana are as a pain reliever for severe cases, managing weight loss, and dealing with nausea. Nevertheless, most users relate it to recreational activities.
	Operational definition: Different cannabis species to be highlighted so that their uses could be investigated. The most common, cannabis sativa, be the primary focus in the research. Percentage of freshmen using marijuana can be obtained from the stipulated research questions.
Question 1: Did you know that marijuana has several medicinal purposes?
A. Yes
B. No
C. It cannot be
D. Realized today
Ordinal level of measurement will be the most efficient since the outcome has to be ranked (Matthews, 2017). The four different answers will have to be presented in the form of percentages to determine the percentage difference from one to the other. The table representing the outcome will be arranged from the one with the highest percentage to the lowest percentage for uniformity.
Question 2: How effective is your institutional policy on drug abuse with its premises?
A. Very effective
B. Effective
C. Not effective
	Interval level of measurement will best describe the responses gathered from this question. Other than just classifying the data from extreme to its lowest level, it differentiates the data through intervals. For instance, although some of the students will find university policies to be effective, the degree of effectiveness will differ from one scholar to another.
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